OSHA 23CFR Part 634 interpretations 6/20/08
1) Federal:
Taken from OSHA's Factsheet on work zone safety:  This is what we would expect for Federal Fire Fighters.
Flaggers and others providing temporary traffic control should wear high visibility clothing with a background of fluorescent orange-red or yellow-green and retro reflective material of orange, yellow, white, silver, or yellow-green. In areas of traffic movement,this personal protective equipment will make the worker visible for at least 1,000 feet, so that the worker can be seen from any direction, and make the worker stand out from the background. Check the label or packaging to ensure that the garments are performance class 2 or 3.  If reflective striping on turnout gear meets this classification then an additional reflective vest would not be required.
2) New York PESH:From: Labbe, Norm - OSHA State (NY-SP) 
Sent: Tuesday, June 17, 2008 9:01 AM
To: Frye, Ronald - OSHA
Cc: 'maureen.cox@labor.state.ny.us'; 'Ruppert, David (LABOR)'; Merriman, David - OSHA State (NY-SP)
Subject: RE: Hi viz vest question
PESH would not expect firefighters at a roadway incident to wear a reflective vest over their turnout gear.  We would expect that other actions would be taken to protect responders including the use of the flashing lights on response vehicles to warn motorists of an incident. This should make it more manageable as traffic will be slowed down and motorists should be more attentive. The positioning of response vehicles for protection of responders is another measure.  The use of police or fire police to manage traffic at a scene should also keep the firefighters from being exposed.

 We would expect a hazard assessment to have been completed for the job duties performed and for individuals managing traffic at a roadway incident, that adequate high visibility clothing be provided.

3) New Jersey PESHFrom: Bellarosa, Raymond [mailto:Raymond.Bellarosa@dol.state.nj.us] 
Sent: Friday, June 06, 2008 3:11 PM
To: Frye, Ronald - OSHA
Cc: Black, Howard
Subject: FW: Hi viz vest question
We don’t require the vest if they have their turnout gear on since it has reflective tape. If they are doing traffic control and not firefighting, they must wear the vest. You are correct about the vest melting if exposed to high temperatures such as a fire. We have State regulations for firefighters and they are a little different then Fire Brigades. Full turnout gear is required when doing interior structural firefighting. For further help, go to our web site and click on “laws” then to public employees’ occupational safety & health. If you scroll down to 12:100-10, that is our firefighter standard.

